
HENRY FIELDING'S LAST VOYAGE.

' He takes his leave of the world in one of the most
valiant and most genial little books that ever was penned.'

W. E. HENLEY.

N 1725 Fielding, aged eighteen, makes
a lengthened stay at the ancient sea-
port town of Lymc Regis. Three
years later he journeys to Leyden. In
1740 he figures in an advertisement as

'returned from his travels.' In 1743 he describes
with wealth of detail the more tragic incidents of
life aboard ('Jonathan Wild,' iv, 7 and 8). Circa
1747 he writes of'my travels' ('Tom Jones,'ii, 4).
In 1750 he paints 'A Sea Piece' ('Amelia,' iii, 4),
where the raging and lashing storms of wind and
waves, the abandoning of a wreck, and the unveil-
ing of the individual mental traits of the merciless
sea's victims, arc drawn with a vividness born, it
can scarcely be questioned, of some kind of per-
sonal experience. In 1752 readers of the 'Covent
Garden Journal' (No. 19) are incidentally told of
Humour: ' There is no word in our language of
which men have in general so vague and indeter-
minate an idea. . . . I remember a gentleman who
used to have this word very frequently in his mouth,
and bestowed it with great liberality on most of his
acquaintance. I was sometimes inclined to wonder
at his taste, till I happened to be on board a ship
with him, when he rapt out a great oath, and swore
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146 HENRY FIELDING'S

that the ship had a great deal of humour in it. I
was now satisfied that with my friend this word
had no meaning at all.' Fielding was familiar with
the Thames from London to Shcpperton, and he
hints that he was a regular spectator at the annual
naval review at Portsmouth.

When, therefore, in July, 1754, Fielding took
up his quill in the ' state' cabin of the ' Queen of
Portugal,' bound for Lisbon, to set down the inci-
dents of the voyage and to pen a 'Vale' to his life,
he was very much in his element. He admits to
his half-brother, John, feeling topographically * at
home' in Torr jBay on 22nd July: * Soon after I
had concluded my letter of business to Welch yester-
day, we came to an anchor in this place. . . . I
soon remembered the country and that it was in
the midst of the South Hams' (Austin Dobson's
CA Fielding F i n d ' i n ' A t Prior Park and Other
Papers,' 1912, p. 133), the fertile and protected
stretches so prolific of apples and suggestive of
cider putting him doubtless in mind either of coast-
ing exploits undertaken from Lyme, or of later
wanderings as a western circuitcr. He was in his
clement intellectually, for, as the opening paragraph
of this article suggests, he was conversant with
nautical affairs, and that he was no less in his
element aesthetically he admits on 23rd July (cor-
rected date 18th): ' I confess myself so entirely
fond of a sea prospect that I think nothing on the
land can equal it ; and if it be set off with shipping
I desire to borrow no ornament from the terra Jirma.
A fleet of ships is, in my opinion, the noblest object
which the art of man hath ever produced, and far
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beyond the power of those architects who deal in
brick, in stone, or in marble.'

Mr. M. Davenport Hill wrote in 1856 : 'Writers
of fiction are very fond of making their stories
hinge on points of law. But, so far as I know,
there are but two writers in our language who
ever touch law without showing their ignorance
on the subject. These arc Shakespeare and Field-
ing ' • (Whitwell Elwin's * Some XVIII Century
Men of Letters,' 1902, vol. ii, p. 100). Similarly
no writer has ever found fault with the correctness
of Fielding's sea-terms, or his descriptions of sea-
going life, nor reflected on his connection with the
deep.

An instructive and appreciative resumi of the
events of the ' Voyage,' by Mr. F. S. Dickson of New
York, appeared in the last issue of * THE LIBRARY '
(3rd Series, No. 29, vol. viii, pp. 24-35). Although
Mr. Dickson is not the first Fielding scholar to
epitomise the 'Journal,' he is the first whose com-
ments are written in the light of the two important
letters found among the effects of the late Mr.
George Fielding of Canterbury. These, by per-
mission of the Fielding family, were first published
by Mr. Austin Dobson in the ' National Review '
for August, 1911.

Grateful as we are to Mr. Dickson for his con-
tribution, there is a difficulty in subscribing to one
or two of his conclusions. It is his opinion, for
instance, that Fielding ' instinctively hated revision,
and being ill had ample excuse for avoiding it,'

1 Had Mr. Davenport Hill written at a later date, he would
probably have linked to these two names that of Dickens.
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148 HENRY FIELDING'S

from which it might be inferred that the ship-
emancipated novelist, on landing at the Portuguese
capital, cast his journal from him after the last
entry. As a fact, during the few weeks remaining
to him of life he composed the Preface (as he dis-
tinctly states) and also the Introduction (which
contains a reference to the Preface), and the two
together amount to a sixth of the whole—exhibit-
ing marvellous activity if it be borne in mind how
disconcerting, as the long Lisbon letter testifies,
were his more immediate affairs. Again, would
one who shirked revision have thus taken Lord
Bolingbroke to task : c An author, in the first hurry
of setting down his thoughts on a subject which
warms him may possibly assert two opinions not
perfectly reconcilable with each other . . . but to
expunge such mistakes is the office of revision
and correction'—an excerpt, be it noted, from
'The Fragment,' bound up in the same volume
with the 'Journal.'

Is Mr. Dickson, too, quite correct when he con-
tends that the reference to ' a brother of mine who
was at Minorca about fourteen years ago,' under
date 24th July (corrected date 19th July), which
occurs in the ' Edited Edition'—for this phrase
see below—is to William Fielding, sixth son of
Lt.-Genl. Edmund Fielding, youngest brother to
Sir John and youngest half-brother to Henry?
Mr. Dickson is so well up in his subject that one
pauses before differing from him, but two facts
militate against his views. As John, Henry's third
half-brother, was born in 1721, William would
scarcely be born before 1725, which would make
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LAST VOYAGE. 149

him about sixteen at the material time, an age
which the external circumstances as narrated almost
preclude. On the other hand, a perusal of pages
2-26 of' The Whitefoord Papers,' edited by W. A. S.
Hewins, 1898, places it almost beyond cavil that
Edmund Fielding, Jun., Henry's uterine brother,
was in fact in Minorca at or about the period re-
ferred to, when he would be nearing twenty-four
years of age.

But to carp at Mr. Dickson is not the motive
of this article; its purport is to re-enforce one of
his inferences by amplifying it with some minor
evidence hitherto unrecorded. The point in
question is mainly a bibliographical one, and it
appears to have at once enlisted the professional
interest of one of the specialist editors of ' T H E
LIBRARY,' who, taking up the thread from Mr.
Dickson, himself contributed (at pp. JS~7 °f l^c .
same number) a note entitled: 'The two 1755
editions of Fielding's "Journal of a Voyage to
Lisbon."'

As Mr. Dickson and Mr. Pollard arrive at
different conclusions, I propose giving the simple
facts, as they were stated before the controversy
arose, by Mr. Austin Dobson, who, some two years
ago, favoured me with a note on the subject. With
one slight omission it ran as follows: ' Up to 1892
it was not known that there were two versions of
Fielding's "Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon" issued
in 1755. But in that year, when editing the
"Journal" for the Chiswick Press, my attention
was attracted to the fact that the popular episode
of the dispute at the close of the book between
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150 HENRY FIELDING'S

Fielding and the ship's captain was not contained
in the copy I then possessed and regarded as the
cditioprmceps. Further examination disclosed further
omissions, and made it plain that the book did not,
as professed by the " Dedication," come into the
hands of the public as it came from the hands of
the author. Upon reflection, I arrived at the con-
clusion that these withdrawals must have been due
to the fact that some of those concerned were still
living, and that in a volume for which the widest
circulation was desired—it was avowedly printed
for the benefit of the author's wife and children—
it might be, to say the least, inexpedient to include
matter which might give rise to contention or
expostulation. This hypothesis seemed so plaus-
ible as to require but little persuasion to procure
its acceptance. Unfortunately, as the work of
editing progressed, I discovered that there was
another and fuller version which corresponded
exactly with that printed by Andrew Millar in
1762 in his complete edition of Fielding's works,
but bore the same date, dedication and title-page
as my supposed editio princeps. The question then
arose: Which was really the first published? and
this promised to be insoluble. At last the solution
came unexpectedly. The book appeared on 25th
February, 1755, and was reviewed in the "Monthly
Review " for March. It includes—as may be re-
membered—"A Fragment of a Comment on Lord
Bolingbroke's Essays." By great good luck the
reviewer mentioned the fact that the " Comment"
occupied twenty-jrwn pages. In the fuller version
(I refrain from calling it the longer version for
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reasons which will presently be explained) it only
occupies twenty-two pages. Therefore, the edition
before the reviewer in the " Monthly Review"
must have been the abridged version, which con-
sequently was the first published. I use the words
" fuller " and " abridged " instead of " longer " and
"shorter" because, as if to make matters more
confusing, the fuller version, owing to typographic
differences, has really thirty pages less than the
abridged or corrected1 version.'

•At what date in 1755 the fuller version made
its appearance I cannot say. But as the book,
after some months' intermission, began to be freely
advertised again in December of that year, I infer
that the Lisbon earthquake of the previous Novem-
ber had lent a new topical stimulus to the subject.'

Mr. Austin Dobson's observations may here, for
two reasons, be fittingly interrupted. First, Mr.
Dickson and Mr. Dobson, up to this point, are
substantially at one, Mr. Dickson merely advancing
the further suggestion (p. 30) that it was when
the book was in galley-proof form that the Field-
ing family became apprehensive as to the propriety
of publishing some of the passages set up. The
second, and more important reason, is that at this
stage of the controversy Mr. Pollard takes up the
problem as a bibliographer and joins issue with
Mr. Dickson.

Mr. Pollard puts his case thuswisc. Mr. Dick-
son states that the four-page * Dedication to the
Public' at the beginning of each of the rival
editions is from the same setting up. He

1 i.e., edited.

 at U
niversity of C

alifornia, Santa B
arbara on July 25, 2015

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/
D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/


152 HENRY FIELDING'S

examines copies of the two editions in the British
Museum, and he verifies that fact. But he sees
more than this. He observes that the watermark
of a star which is characteristic of all the ' Dedica-
tion ' pages is the watermark ' found throughout
the unedited text, while the edited shows as its
watermark a fleur-de-lys.' From this he draws his
first conclusion, that c if any but a very brief in-
terval separated the two editions this would prove
decisively that the unedited text was printed at the
same time as the dedication, and must therefore be
the earlier.' The present writer is not so pre-
sumptuous as to question Mr. Pollard's powers of
observation, but as he writes he has in his hand a
copy of the unedited (or 'Francis') edition, which,
while exhibiting the star watermark in the Dedica-
tion pages, clearly displays the fleur-de-lys though-
out the remainder of the book. Likewise, he has
a copy of the edited (or c Humphrys') edition
which shows the 'star ' throughout. But the
writer readily admits that it is more probable that
Mr. Pollard has inadvertently transposed the two
editions than that the paper used was drawn hap-
hazardly from the store.

That Mr. Pollard has in fact transposed the two
texts in his mind—no difficult matter to one who
does not happen to be familiar with the contents
of both—is placed beyond argument by the follow-
ing statement upon which he bases a second con-
clusion, viz., that as between two early editions
the one which has smaller type, more lines to a
page, and few pages, is the later. I give Mr.
Pollard's exact words: * The edited text has smaller
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type, more lines to a page, and fewer pages, though
this last fact is disguised by the pagination of the
unedited text going back to 193 after it had
reached 240. I have, therefore, no doubt that the
unedited text was the one first printed, and that
" brother John's version " was the later.' Now,
the statement of fact in the first of these two
sentences is the exact reverse of the truth, and
perfect accuracy is attained by merely transposing
the words 'edited' and 'unedited.' If Mr. Pollard
admits this,1 then as a matter of logic he will agree
that the second sentence should be recast into : ' I
have, therefore, no doubt that "brother John's
version " was the one first printed, and that the
unedited text was the later'—a conclusion diametri-
cally opposed to Mr. Dickson's.

Since throwing light on the pages of the
'Journal' has illumined the subject so little, it is
satisfactory to be able to produce some evidence
aliunde from which it will be made to appear that
Mr. Pollard's own words taken simpliciter, and not
as a matter of deduction, are entirely correct, i.e.,
' That the unedited text was the first printed, and
that " brother John's version " was the later.'

To this end we may continue Mr. Austin
Dobson's note, i.e., that interrupted at p. 151:
' Since the Extended Edition of my reprint of the
"Journal" was published in the "World's Classics"
in 1907,1 have been favoured by Mr. R. A. Austen
Leigh with an extract from the ledger of William

1 Mr. Pollard had already discovered his error on having to
rehandle the two books. See the first of his Notes following this
article.—A. W. P.

VIII M
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Strahan (who printed the original "Journal" for
Andrew Millar) which tends to confirm the above
account. It runs thus:

Jan. 1755 Voyage to Lisbon 10 sheets No 2500
Extraordinary corrcftions 17/.

„ „ do. 2nd ed No 2500 12 sheets.

'This, I take it, means that in January, 1755,
when the original manuscript was first set up for
publication in the following February, it made 10
sheets; and that subsequently, after " extraordinary
corrections" in proof . . . it was extended to 12
sheets. At all events, this " corrected " impression—
or "second edition" as Strahan's entry loosely calls it
—practically corresponds with what is described
above as the true first edition, which also makes
about' 12 sheets; and Strahan's ledger, according to
Mr. Austen Leigh, contains no trace of any other
reprint from his press. There is a detailed de-
scription and collation of the true first and second
editions by the late Colonel W. F. Prideaux in
"Notes and Queries" for 28th July, 1906 (10 S vi).
He had no knowledge, when he wrote it, of the
Austen Leigh extract.'

As some little doubt arose whether the entry
from Strahan's registers was merely the booking of
an order, or—as seemed more likely from the
pricing of the corrections—a record of work ex-
ecuted, the present writer had an interview with
Mr. Austen Leigh, who told him that, although
he spoke only from memory, he was quite clear
that the entries represented work actually executed,
and were followed, in each case, by the prices

 at U
niversity of C

alifornia, Santa B
arbara on July 25, 2015

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/
D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/


LAST VOYAGE. 155

charged, but he had not reproduced the figures as
he then thought that they threw no further light
on the matter. Mr. Austen Leigh was unable to
refer to the books themselves as they were lent by
their present possessors, Messrs. Eyre & Spottis-
woode, to the Leipzig Exhibition, in whose custody
they reposed when the European War broke out
in 1914.

Consequently it appears reasonably clear that the
excisions and a few interpolations were made, not
on galley-proofs as suggested by Mr. Dickson, but
on the first printed or inedited book, and that it
was the second printed or edited book that came
into the market in February, 1755, as the first
published edition.

In the hope that the Registers of the Stationers'
Hall might yield some information respecting the
rival editions, the writer approached the Clerk of
the Company thereon. But the report courteously
supplied is unfortunately of negative value: ' I
cannot find any entry on the Registers of Fielding's
"Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon." "Amelia"
appears to be the last of his works entered on the
Register.'

The reading of Mr. Dickson's article has led to
the re-perusal of the 'Journal,' and on closing this
ever-friendly volume we cannot refrain from two
reflections:

1. Fielding writes (31st July): 'The captain
informed me of such misadventures that had be-
fallen him within forty-six years at sea, as might
frighten a very bold spirit from undertaking even
the shortest voyage. Were these, indeed, but
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universally known, our matrons of quality would
possibly be deterred from venturing their tender
offspring at sea, by which means our navy would
lose the honour of many a young commodore, who
at twenty-two is better versed in maritime affairs
than real seamen are made by experience at sixty.'
Surely Fielding as a writer of comedies and as a
publicist would have richly enjoyed Gilbert and
Sullivan's 'H.M.S. Pinafore,'where a somewhat
similar position is finely ridiculed.

2. As Fielding deals at some length with the
merits of previous voyage-writers it would seem
he had never enjoyed the advantage of reading the
manuscript volume compiled from letters and
journals written by Lady Mary Wortlcy Montagu
during her travels.

It is known that Lady Mary, although she
would not consent to publication, allowed one
or more copies to be taken, and that to one of
these Mary Astell wrote a preface in 1724, in
which occurs the following: ' . . . I am malicious
enough to desire that the world should sec to how
much better purpose the Ladies travel than their
Lords; and that, whilst it is surfeited with male
Travels, all in the same tone, and stuffed with the
same trifles, a lady has the skill to strike out a new
path, and to embellish a worn-out subject with
variety of fresh and elegant entertainment.' Know-
ing, as we do, Fielding's high opinion of his cousin
Lady Mary's abilities, we should otherwise have
expected some slight reference to her contributions
to the subject.

Since the above was set up in type there has
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come into my hands, through the good offices of
Mrs. Laglen, of Bath, a letter dated from Ryde less
than two months after the 'Journal 'was published.
The document, which is possibly by Miss Peggy
Collier,1 is the property of Mr. Emanuel Green,
of ' Linleys,' Bath, to whom I beg to express my
great obligations for kindly lending me the
original, and for permitting me to publish it. I t
runs thus:

Ryde in ye Isle of Wight March 31" 1755.
We had the curiosity at this place to visit the landlord

and landlady whom Mr. F. has thought worthy so much
of notice, and given so large a place to, in his late book,
and of whom he tells us, the description is lowered instead
of being heightened, recommending us to that of the
Furies for an idea of the woman; but 1 must confess the
sight of her, having as he observes many symptoms of a
deep jaundice in her look, rais'd in my mind nothing but
compassion; and in her behaviour we saw yet less of the
chara&er of those infernal deities. We ask'd them if they
remembred [sic] Mr. F., they told us he had lodg'd with
them, and had given them a great deal of trouble, and
that they thought Mr. F. the strangest man in the world,
whom it was impossible to please: The chamber he lodged
in here was the best I ever saw in a house of the size and
sort, nor did it want very sufficient and decent furniture,
there were two good beds in it, and a handsome looking-
glass, which Mr. F. had a napkin put over, that he might
not be struck with his own figure, while he was exaggerating
that of others: in this room he cook'd his victuals, dressing
as much as he could of it by a chamber fire; and making
the sauce himself. Here sending one day for the land-
lord to keep him company, while his own were gone out,

1 See Fielding and the Collier Family, 'Notes and Queries,'
n 5th August, 1916.
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and he enquiring of his health and expressing his wishes
for the amendment of it, he saluted the stoic with impreca-
tions, bad him not talk of his health, but confine himself
to the subject of husbandry, which was what he wanted to
talk to him about: now whatever means Mr. F. had used
to try the temper of the woman, whom he pronounced it
impossible to please, he certainly put to the proof that of
the man, whom he honestly confesses it impossible to dis-
please. We found the circumstances of their dining in a
barn a fiction, there was no such barn with a pleasant
view to the fields, nor dined they out of the house. The
venison so miraculously receiv'd on their coming to a place,
whither they were by accident driven ; was not in raft so
great a miracle as it appears in the story, for Mr. F's
servant was dispatch'd to Southampton to buy it, and
paid half a guinea for it, but whom it was bought of
remains a secret to this day, and very happily for the seller
it does so. Fortune indeed must have been a very cunning
goddess and attended very closely the steps of our author ;
to have found him at casting anchor with a present of a
buck ready for his acceptance; the circumstances then
relating to the venison we were convinced were wholly
misrepresented.

As t6 the old woman, I believe she was naturally
afflicted with too much gall, and now indeed was plainly
dying under the overflowing of it, and consequently de-
manded great allowances on that score; but I am sur-
prized that so great an observer of the humours of the
lower class of people, had never discovered that the
circumstance of paying them, will not always make them
amends for the trouble you give them : I have seen those
who have been very poor, and yet rather than be put out
of their way would forego the profitts that would attend
doing what they did not like, or were not used to: and
Mr. F. was certainly under great obligations to any body
that would admit him into their house, whom disease had
render'd offensive to more senses than one: indeed our
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author appears under as great infirmities as the old
woman, or any old woman whatever, and lays great claim
from others of that charitable allowance, which a man of
sound mind and body would have made for this poor
creature. In this house he pass'd the last days he saw in
his native land, in abusing the people to whom he was
under some obligation, and yet not confining his invec-
tives to them only—in ransacking every place for the means
to gratify his depraved appetite, in tormenting himself,
and all about him: afraid to see his own figure, unwilling
to correct himself, he exposed that of others, and railed
at their Faults.—

N.B. Tho' Mr. F. has printed the bills that were made
him at the Inn, he paid them no more than he chose.—

This letter, which is unsigned, has written on
the back of it, in tremulous hand, ' On Mr. Field-
ing's story Isle of Wight, March 31 1755, Miss
Peggy Collier,' which suggests that Mr. Samuel
Richardson was the recipient, but as the manu-
scripts at the Victoria and Albert Museum are, in
consequence of war precautions, not accessible,
comparison cannot at the present time be made.
Unquestionably the contents are such as would
have delighted him. At the same time the letter
does not suggest any close affinity with Miss Col-
lier's later letter to Richardson from Ryde of 3rd
Odtober, 1755 ('Barbauld' ii p. 72).

Now this letter, as an ex parte statement, it
would be unfair to Fielding to incorporate in a
biography, and therefore the writer takes this
opportunity—a peculiarly appropriate one—of
placing it once for all on record in a magazine to
which reference can on occasion be made.

J. PAUL DE CASTRO.
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